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20 October 2020 

Dear Minaret Family 
 
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu,  

  
I hope you are doing well, in the best state of iman and staying safe InshaAllah.  

This year has been an exceptional year for all Year 12 students across Victoria. Alhamdulillah our faith 

reassures us that everything for the believer is good. Challenges and uncertainty may create discomfort, but 

we trust in the plan of Allah (swt) and know that everything happens by His decree. Our students have 

certainly put these beliefs into action this year. I’ve seen immense maturity from them and commend them 

for their continued focus, despite the challenges. Thank also to you - their families - for your support and 

guidance, especially as students prepare for their final exams in the coming weeks.  

Throughout the pandemic, the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) made several major 

adjustments to the delivery of VCE. Of priority was that students could continue to learn both within the 

classroom and online and that they would be assessed in a fair, valid and reliable way. VCAA also recognises 

that some students have experienced incredibly difficult circumstances this year as a result of COVID-19 

and/or bushfires. The impacts of these events include health and wellbeing challenges, financial stress, extra 

home responsibilities and family stresses.  

At the start of August, to ensure fairness for all students, VCAA announced a process called Consideration of 

Educational Disadvantage (CED). The process will be implemented by all Victorian schools for all students 

studying a Unit 3 & 4 sequence in 2020. As part of this process, students can submit a Student Statement. 

The Student Statement is a simple form and will be used as one of many data points when implementing the 

CED. Students are not required to present evidence however, we may request clarification or evidence in 

some circumstances. Students were briefed on the Student Statement on Monday 19 October and have 

been requested to submit their statement to their teacher by Wednesday 21 October. If students have 

questions or require further information, they have been encouraged to approach their teachers, coaches or 

Heads of School.  

It is important to understand that the number of boxes ticked on the Student Statement does not equate to 

a change in study score. The information on the Statement will complement what the school already knows 

about students (e.g. previous assessment scores). The College will use documented evidence about the 

student’s achievement when undertaking the CED process, with the normal VCAA processes, ensuring 
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fairness within and between schools. The VCAA will consider the submitted information, including the 

student’s General Achievement Test results, so that each student’s final VCE study results are fair and 

reliable. 

As in previous years, students can still apply for a Derived Examination Score (DES) if they are prevented 

from sitting one or more VCE exams, for example because of illness. In addition, students applying for 

tertiary places in 2021 had the opportunity to submit a Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) application to 

the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC), if they had been severely impacted by factors including 

COVID-19 during 2020. 

The VCAA is a statutory authority established under the Education and Training Reform Act 2006. All 

personal information collected by the VCAA is handled in accordance with the Privacy and Data Protection 

Act 2014 (Vic) and, where applicable, the Health Records Act 2001 (Vic). 

Minaret College will be implementing the CED process to ensure a fair assessment is made of impacts of 

COVID-19 on each student. We encourage students to participate in the process through the submission of 

the Student Statement. Each year, student results are moderated to arrive at a final ATAR score and the CED 

will be an additional input to this process. We encourage students to participate in the process with honesty 

and transparency however, we also advise them to not become preoccupied with it. The best determinant of 

their final grade will be the results in their assessments – and this is the aspect that they control the most. 

We encourage our students to apply themselves to their studies, continue to focus on their goals and remain 

determined to the end.  

As a parent or carer, if you have any questions about the CED process or would like to discuss it further, 

please contact the Head of Senior School at each campus.  

May Allah (swt) continue to grant our students patience and steadfastness. May they be granted success in 

this life and the next. Ameen. 

Kind regards, 

 

Mohammed Taksim 

Executive Principal  

 


